








Challenge promotion as well as personal 
agreements with Mark and Todd. 

HRT welcomes global sports clothing and 
footwear giant Fila as a team sponsor as it 
consolidates its sporting interests worldwide 
to golf, tennis and motor sport. This is Fila's 
first Aus1rolian motor sport involvement and 
extends from their successful Ferrari and 
Ducati international associations. 

In a key personnel gain, Craig Kelly hos 
joined Holden Racing Team this season as 
acting Chief Executive Officer. 

Kelly, 37, is well known in sports circles as 
a former AFL Collingwood premiership 
player, and Director of Elite Sports 
Properties consulting group. 

In a move to reduce Mark Skaife's 
workload and to allow him to direct his 
complete attention, in 2004, on his racing 
commitments, Craig's role will be lo 
consolidate a strong administrative and 
management support network for HRT. 

"VB Supercors is an emerging mainstream 
sport," Kelly said. "It's similar to AFL in as 
much as it requires a full-on team effort to 
win the day. If I con use footy and sports 
management experience to help dired and 
motivate team performance, 1t will allow 
both Mork and Todd Kelly to concentrate 
on driving issues come race weekends." 

Kelly will continue with his role al ESP as 
well as working with HRT. 

AERO KIT: 

ENGINE: 

MINIMUM 
ENGINE 
COMPONENT: 

4 door sedan: All interior features removed, 
save for essentials; approved roll cage 

Homologated parts consist of: Front fascia 
and aerodynamic undertray; side skirts and 
rear fascia; aerodynamic rear wing. 

Holden Motor Sport 5.0 litre fuel injected 
V8. Holden Racing Team-developed cylinder 
heads, intake system and fuel injection, 
exhaust sys1em. Category Control, Mo TeC 
engine management control sys1em. Power 
output: Approx. 600 BHP at 7,500 RPM. 

Pis1on & Pin: 
Conrod: 
Crankshaft: 

500gms 
500gms 
16.5kgs 

TRANSMISSION: Holinger 6 speed. 

REAR AXLE: 

FUEL SYSTEM: 

Heavy duty full floating with safety hubs, 
centre lock wheel nuts, adjustable camber 
and toe-in. 

120-litre capacity with safety bladder. 
Siamese dry brake refueling system: 
5.5 MPG. 

SUSPENSION: 

BRAKES: 

W HEELS: 

TYRES: 

LUBRICANTS: 

Front: HRT-developed double-wishbone 
designed for racing, with odjus1able 
camber. Front dampers: 4-way adjustable 
Penske inserts.Category minimum front axle 
weight: 7 40kgs. Rear: Penske coil over 
shock absorbers, also 4-way adjustable gas 
filled. Location by four-link parallel arms 
and Watts link. Cockpit-adjustable front and 
rear anti-roll bars. 

Four wheel ventilated discs: 370mm 
fronl/340mm rear. Alcon 6-piston front 
calipers and 4-piston rear. Cockpil­
adjus1able front to rear bias. 

o.z. 1 r x 1 1  • magnesium alloy. 

Category Control Tyre - front ond rear: 
285/40 Rl 7. 

Mobil products. 

RACING WEIGHT: 1355kg homologated minimum dry weight. 

CAR-TO-PIT 
TELEMETRY 
TRANSFER: 

High speed radio link to Pi Research 
software through Dell. 
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If the on-trock performonce wosn't o true 
indicotion of HRT's performonce, the off­
trock obilities of the teom were well ond 
truly highlighted in Adeloide. Following 
Todd Kelly's high-speed closh with the 
concrete on Soturdoy ofternoon, it was a 
remarkable effort to hove the car not only 
on the grid Sunday, but also competitive. 

Work began on the car at 5.00pm on 
Saturday, shored between 4 specialists 
from HRT's chassis partner Dencor and the 
Car #22 crew. Once the technicians from 
Skoife's VY Commodore hod completed 
the servicing of that vehicle, they too 
joined the rebuilding process on Kelly's 
car, finally finishing at 5.30om Sunday 

when the crew travelled bock to the Team 
hotel for a shower and change, before 
returning to the circuit for the day's racing! 

12 hours to replace the left side of the 
vehicle, the left-hand front suspension ALL 
the rear suspension and the various other 
components of a S30-40,000 crash! 

That team spirit and dedication transferred 
itself to the all-important pit stops, where 
the HRT cars were able to gain track 
position through fast and efficient turn­
around in the Compulsory Pit Stops. 

The Holden Racing Team was unable to 
optimise the best car set up in qualifying 
when for the first time in many years, both 
"red" cars qualified outside the top l 0. As 
previously mentioned the Kelly crash 
further set bock the weekend, while in race 
one a recurrence of on old racing injury in 
Mork Skoife's bock, pinched the sciatic 
nerve leaving him with a numb right leg. 
This problem also surfaced in 1999, 
leading to Mork crashing out of the race 
that year so for Mork to complete half 
Saturday's race with this impediment and 
still come 7th, was a great effort! 

Kelly managed vital points with a l Oth­
ploce finish on Sunday with a car that was 
good and straight but, locking the 
suspension set-up following the crash. 
Skoife hod a drama filled day, with 2 spins 
and finally contact with David Besnord's 
Ford ofter Besnord turned in on him in a 
corner. While the Ford driver received a 
drive-through penalty for the incident 11 was 
of little consolation to Mork and the Team 
as the collision damaged the steering of 
the #2 VY Commodore resulting in a long 

pit s1op for repairs and a slow run to the 
flog lo ensure a points finish. 
The V8 Supercor points system hos one 
key element change this year whereby if 
you do not finish a race, you receive no 
points - hence HRT's determination to 
ensure Todd's car was repaired and, 
Skoife's Commodore finished Sunday's 
250k leg. Skoife therefore sits l 0th ofter 
round l ,  66 points away from Morcos 
Ambrose with Todd Kelly in 17th. 

It will be vital to finish the upcoming 
Eastern Creek meeting as it is a one-race 
round and a non finish there and zero 
points could virtually rum your season! 
Those already with on "O" on the score 
sheet include Craig Lowndes in the FPR 
Falcon, Tony Longhurst, Steve Ellery and 
both team Dynamic Commodores. 

In Adelaide, Ambrose could not hove 
wished for a better start to his title 
defence with comprehensive wins in both 
races but - apart from his SBR teammate 
Russell lngoll's 3rd in race # l is not 
receiving a lot of support from his fellow 
Ford teams! Holden drivers fill positions 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and l 0th 
ofter round l ,  with John Bowe the only 
other Ford representative in 9th! Ambrose 
raised this concern in Sunday's pos1 race 
media conference. 

2004 DATABASE 

In 2004 we hove introduced a brand new 
database system, which was supposed lo 
simplify and improve the efficiency of the 
club as we entered our sixth year with a 
much larger membership base. 

Unfortunately we hove hod a number of 
problems since its inception and lo those 
of you who this hos affected we apologise. 
This hos resulted in the pocks being 
delayed a little longer than usual. We 
believe we hove ironed out these problems 
and hope you will find our efficiency much 
improved as the year progresses. If any 
members should hove any further 
problems please coll us on 03 9427 1277 
or email us at club 1@hsv.com.ou. 

2004 CLUB CAPS 

You would all be aware we hove hod a 
supply shortage this year of our Club 1 
cop. We apologise for this occurring 
especially to those members in SA. You 
should hove all received your cop/s by 
now and we con only assure you we will 
not hove the some problem next year. 
Once again our sincere apologies. 

ISSUE 1 

2004 MERCHANDISE 

This year sees another exciting new range 
of HRT Merchandise , this con be viewed 
on the HSV website www.hsv.com.ou or 
alternatively coll us for a brochure on 
03 9427 1277. 

2004 va SUPERCAR 

SEASON LAUNCH 

This was held in Melbourne with the key 
issues being that the Shanghai round is 
still on the schedule - at this point! Avesco 
Chairman Tony Cochrone advising that a 
confirmation one way or the other will be 
mode ofter round 2 at Eastern Creek and 
the round will be pos1poned until next 
year if Avesco is not entirely happy with 
the arrangements for the proposed 
November round. 

Cochrane also raised concerns about 
the progress - or lock of it - of the Bathurst 
pit re-development. The old pit complex 
was demolished lost November but no 
work hos been corned out since then. 
Bathurst City Council is still owo1tmg 
confirmation of a S 1 Omillion Federal 
Government grant, before the rebuilding 
process begins. 

All rounds this season will count towards 
the Championship - in other words, the 
controversial "drop-your-worst-round" rule 
hos been removed. 

The final round "Main Event" al Sydney's 
Eastern Creek will see a l x l OOk race on 
Saturday and 2 x 1 SOk races on Sunday, but 
all 3 races will be on the 2.8 kilometre short 
circuit. This hos been done to differentiate 
the season finale from the round 3 event as 
well as give a different aspect for Network 
Ten's television coverage. 

NEW ZEALAND DRIVER GET 

TOGETHER INFORMATION 

location: 

Address: 

Date: 
Time: 

Crowne Plaza, Auckland 
(Elliott Rooms) 
128 Albert Street, Auckland 
Thursday 29th April 
6 .l Spm - 7.l Spm 

Please ensure that you hove RSV P'd by 
Friday April 23. Either on (03) 9427 1277 
or on the Club 1 web site at the function 
page or at club 1@hsv.com.ou. Club l 
cord required for entry. This 1s the 
only notice you will receive regarding 
this function. 
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PR2 UPDATE FOR 2004 

For those of our members who ore new to 
the Club for 2004 below is a brief outline 
of the PR2 Program. 

The Holden Racing Team s unique PR2 (2-
possenger ride vehicle) hos created the 
opportunity for HRTs sponsor partners and 
Club 1 members to experience the ride of 
a lifetime in a V8 Supercor! 

Two things happened that allowed us to 
turn the wish into reality. The first was 
HRTs Chassis engineers Dencor advising 
us that the VT Commodore chassis 
crashed in that spectacular rollover at 
Colder in 1999 with Craig Lowndes on 
board, was toking up precious space at 
their Dondenong factory and, they wished 
to scrap the shell. The other defining 
moment was our partner Bridgestone 
losing the Control Tyre contract for the V8 
Supercors. Disappointing for Bridgestone, 
but a great opportunity for HRT! 

When we inquired, Bridgestone advised 
that they hod numerous tyres left over and 
• should we go ahead and build lhe 
dedicated rides car - they would be happy 
lo provide the all-important rubber for the 
exercise. That solved the tyre restriction 
problem so the crashed chassis was re­
engineered and re-built to be able to carry 
the driver, o passenger alongside him in 
the front, and another passenger centrally 
located in the rear. 

The vehicle was meticulously completed by 
HRT and the response from the passengers 
to dote hos been one of unbridled 
enthusiasm, with many describing it as 
one of life s highlights. 

lnlending passengers ore reminded that -
due to the confines of a racing chassis • 

height and weight restrictions may apply, 

ROUN D DATE 

1 Morch 20-21 
2 April 3-4 
3 Moy 1-2 
4 Moy 22-23 
5 June 12-13 

6 July 3-4 
7 July 24-25 
s August 14-15 
9 September 1 1  - 1 2 
10 October 9 • 1 0 
1 1  October 24-25 
12 November 13-14 
13 December 4-5 
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indemnity forms must be signed and 
passengers ore reminded of their 
responsibilities in regard to notification of 
pre-existing health conditions. While the 
Team provides triple-layer driving suits, 
approved gloves and helmets, we insist 
that guests wear appropriate, fully 
enclosed footwear • preferably leather! 

Drivers on the day will be from the HRT 
'stable and could include Mork Skoife, 
Todd Kelly or any of the endurance 
drivers (who ore yet to be announced for 
this season). No requests for specific 
drivers or front or bock seat preferences 
will be entertained. 

Please note that the calendar for 

2004 is yet to be confirmed. When 

we have dates available we will 

have them listed in upcoming Team 

Torques. Unfortunately we are unable 

to take names until these dates have 

been finalised. So stay tuned to team 
Torque for any updates. 

DRIVER GO-TOGETHER 

INFORMATION 

We occasionally hove members asking if 
they con attend a different States Driver 
Get Together. We therefore thought we 
would advise oil members of the 
reasoning behind members only being 
able to attend the driver get together in 
their particular State. As we hove a very 

large number of members in NSW & VIC 
this could make these driver get together's 
completely out of control with attendees, 
along with a venue location very difficult. 
As Adelaide for example is one of the 
most popular events aside form Bathurst 
this would also make this Driver Get 
Together too large lo handle due to the 
number of members from different Stoles 
in Adelaide for the event. 

It is therefore for easier logistically lo 
hove members only attend their particular 
States event so we know worst-case 
scenario what the numbers would be. 
Otherwise we may find once the RSVP's 
come in for each event that we would 
be needing to book a venue twice the 
size and this could not be done 1 week 
prior to a race meeting. We do not 
believe we could hove people nominate 
in advance the event they will attend 
because these numbers would vary 
too dramatically come the time of the 
event. We hope you con understand 
this reasoning. 

We do hove the Bathurst signing session 
(normally held during the day on the 
Saturday), available for any Stole's 
members to attend. 

All driver get together details for Each 
State ore listed below. The events for each 
state will be tied in with the following race 
meetings. All details will be provided in 
the Team Torque pnor to the event or on 
the internet. 

STATE RACE MEETING ( HEL D IN CONJUNCTION WIT H) MONTH 

NZ PUKEKOHE RACEWAY APRIL 

NT HIDDEN VALLEY RACEWAY MAY 

WA BARBAGALLO RACEWAY JUNE 

QL D QUEENSLAND RACEWAY JUL 

NSW ORAN PARK RACEWAY AUGUST 

VI C SANDOWN RACEWAY SEPTEMBER 

va SUPER CAR CALENDAR FOR 2004 

EVENT LOCATION 

Clipsol 500 Adelaide 
Eastern Creek Raceway Eastern Creek 
Plocemokers NZ VS International Pukekohe Pork Raceway 
Hidden Volley Raceway Hidden Volley 
Barbagallo Raceway Woneroo 

Queensland Raceway Ipswich 
Winton Motor Raceway Winton 
Oran Pork Raceway Oran Pork 
Betta Electrical 500 Sandown Raceway Sandown 
Bob Jone T-Morts 1000 Bathurst 
Gillette VS Supercors Challenge Gold Coosl (Indy) 
Shanghai (to be confirmed) Chino 
Main Evenl Eastern Creek Raceway Eastern Creek 
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