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aturday afternoon’s first race neared,
light but steady rain began to fall,
ensuring an exciting race for the 30,000
supporters who braved the wet. Murphy
missed the start and was swamped by
Skaife and Max Wilson but contact
between that pair at turn 2, saw both spin
off and in reality, out of contention.

As well as the Skaife/Wilson incident, a
more major crash happened a few
hundred metres beforehand involving
Cam McConville/ Anthony Tratt and David
Besnard, bringing out the Safety Car and
led to the round of pit stops. Those that
took the early opportunity benefited and it
also allowed Todd Kelly to move to 5th
from his 10th grid spot.

While Murphy cruised out front ahead of
Garth Tander and Jason Bargwanna, Kelly
was fighting through, as was Skaife from
almost last after his spin. Murphy eventually
won by 8 seconds from Kelly and Tander,
with Skaife climbing back to 7th.

Race 2 saw another win to Murphy but it
wasn’t as clear-cut as it may seem on
paper. Murphy won the start but Skaife’s
early (and excellent) pit stop saw him
return to the track just behind Murphy and
the battle was on!

Just before mid race, Skaife dived past
under brakes to take the lead and looked
to have a win, but 10 laps later the lead
HRT driver slipped on oil dropped by an
expired engine in the Steven Johnson Ford
and that allowed Murphy to regain front
position and the eventual win. A late
charge by Jason Bright resulted in him
easing past Kelly for 3rd, while an extra pit
stop by Marcos Ambrose due to a
puncture, relegated him to 23rd and
opened up the Championship chase.

Race 3 was all Skaife! He won the start,
opened a handy buffer and maintained
the lead after the stops to cruise to victory.
Again a late charge by Bright saw him slip
into 2nd ahead of Murphy and Kelly, but
Murphy’s 2 race wins had given him
overall round honours, from Skaife and
Todd Kelly, as well as a 66-point Series
gain on Ambrose.

So the equation now has Ambrose a
mere 6 points ahead of Murphy who in
turn, has a 124 point buffer over Skaife
but the controversial “drop your worst

round” component opens things up
somewhat. Ambrose’s lead over Murphy
opens slightly to 24, but Skaife closes to
within 46 points of the Kiwi with 192
points available for a win at the final
round at Sydney’s Eastern Creek.

The battle for positions 5 through 8 are
equally as tight, with 17 points separating
Steven Richards in 8th and Craig Lowndes
in 5th so, there is a lot to look forward to
and a lot at stake at Eastern Creek.

V8 Supercar Series
Round 13, Eastern Creek
November 28th — 30th

RAIN AND CONTROVERSY
INTERRUPTS FORD’S PARTY
Ambrose Wins Title, Skaife
and Ingall Clash!

Stone Brothers’ Racing’s Marcos Ambrose
made a clean sweep of the final round of
the 2003 V8 Supercar Championship at
Eastern Creek this afternoon to confirm
this year’s title, but some of the focus of
his round and Series victory was taken
away following a controversial clash
between the Holden Racing Team'’s Maik
Skaife and Ambrose’s Falcon team-male
Russell Ingall.

With Ingall still requiring a pit stop for a
compulsory tyre change, he had been
holding on to his 3rd place from a charging
Skaife until the HRT driver made a passing
move at around 2/3rds race distance. The
pair made contact, with Skaife spearing off
the circuit and into a concrete wall, ending
any chance the #1 Holden driver had of
claiming 2nd in the Championship.

Worse was to follow with Skaife remaining
by his car until Ingall came past the scene
again - Skaife remonstrating with the Ford
hard man and in turn, Ingall swerved
towards the standing Skaife.

The subsequent Stewards’ hearings lasted
until almost 11.00pm, with the following
penalties handed down:

Mark Skaife:
* For his part in the initial contact, Skaife
was penalised 30 Championship points.
Skaife has indicated he will appeal
this decision.
For remaining by his car and not retiring
behind the concrete wall, for disobeying
an official’s directive (to move behind the
wall) and conduct prejudicial to the sport,
Skaife received a $10,000 fine and was
penalised 75 Series points
* A 12 months suspended penalty of

a 3-round suspension, to be of

good behaviour

Russell Ingall:

* For his part in the initial contact, Ingall
was penalised 70 Championship points

* For conduct prejudicial to the sport (by
swerving towards Skaife), Ingall received
a $15,000 fine and was excluded from
the meeting

* A 12 months suspended penalty of
a 3-round suspension, to be of
good behaviour

Skaife’s total loss of 105 points does not
affect his 3rd place in the final Champion-
ship standings, however Ingall’s total
points penalty (70 for the first incident plus
the loss of 150 points from his weekend
haul) was 220 and drops him from 4th to
91h in the overall Championship (subject
fo official confirmation.)

Due to this incident, Ambrose and Ford’s
Series win will have to share the media
spotlight for the moment which is
unfortunate as Marcos fully deserved his
titte and was emphatic in winning both
races of the final round at Eastern Creek -
especially given the pressure he was
under, after his recent ordinary form.

For Ford, it was a timely win and the first
opportunity to claim “bragging” rights

2003 V8 SUPERCAR SERIES TOP 10 FINAL -
(ADJUSTED) - SUBJECT TO OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION:

DRIVER

1st: Marcos Ambrose
2nd: Greg Murphy
3rd: Mark Skaife
4th: Jason Bright
5th: Craig Lowndes
6th: Steven Richards
7th: Rick Kelly

8th: Todd Kelly
9th: Russell Ingall
10th: Paul Radisich

TEAM

Stone Brothers Racing
Kmart Racing Team
Holden Racing Team
Betta Electrical/Team Brock
Ford Performance Racing
Castrol Perkins Commodore
Kmart Racing Team
Holden Racing Team
Stone Brothers Racing

Triple 8/Beita Electrical Ford

POINTS
2085

1983

1916* (1811)
1770

1753

1703

1672

1628
1830**(1619)
1615

* Mark Skaife penalised 105 Series points

**Russell Ingall penalised 220 Series points
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over Holden in the fiercely contested V8
Supercar Championship since Glenn Seton
in 1997. HRT and Holden have won the
Series for the past 5 consecutive
Championships!

In other relevant developments, Kmart
Racing’s Greg Murphy secured 2nd in the
Series despite not starting in the second
race. Murphy who received a drive
through penalty on Saturday for contact
on another car to finish 24th, damaged
his back in a promotional drive Sunday
morning and despile physio attempts, was
in too much pain lo drive his car. Skaife
looked to have 2nd place in his keeping,
until the incident with Ingall.

HRT’s Todd Kelly had a disappointing end
to the season loo. After fighting back from
an ill handling car in Friday practice and
Saturday morning’s warm up to qualify
2nd, he drove a sleady race for 3rd in
race one. However in race 2, he was
forced to retire wilh a broken power
steering pump bracket, while well placed
for a possible podium result. He finished
8th for the 2003 Championship.

The race and the season ended with a
whimper not a bang, following the
Skaife/Ingall contioversy when a late race
thunderstorm hit the track and a lightning
strike blacked out the area. The teams,
fans and media had no idea of the
situation, as there was no timing or TV
monitors or public address systems, while
the rain was so heavy the Safety Car
intervened and the cars ran behind it until
the race was declared.

And so the 2003 season ends with Marcos
Ambrose the new Champion. It was his first
and will guarantee a fired up Holden
contingent when the Championship resumes
in Adelaide at the Clipsal 500 next March.

PERSONAL PROFILE - STAFF MEMBER

Peter Robbins
Forty Something
Composite Engineer

Name:

Age:
Occupation:
Nickname:
Married:
Children:
Dream Car:
Favourite Film:
Favourite Book:

Turtle

PERSONAL PROFILE - CLUB MEMBERS  ~

Names:

Ages:

Occupation:

Nickname:

Married:

Children:

Dream Car:

Favourite Book:

Favourite Film:

What are you angry about:

Who Would you most like
to meet:

If you could change something
in the world what would it be:

No — But with Kate for 25 years
Only my dog Ella

Subaru Sherpa

Anything by Alfred E Newman
Portnoy’s Complaint

What are you angry about: Power Bills
Who would you most
like to meet: The Queen

Iif you could change something
in the world what would it be:
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A three day working week and world peace

Decemser 2003

Mario Schiavone and Edward Schiavone
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51

21

Sheet Metal Worker
Retail

Yellow Canary
Thunder

Yes - Lydia

No

2 (Edward & Jessica)
No

Already got it

96 VS HSV GTS-R or a 71 HQ GTS

Nil

Days of Thunder

| like a lot of films

Positively Page

Taxes and Idiot Drivers

A Ford Driver on top of the championship

Peter Brock & Elvis
Peter Brock

Less Working
That everyone gets a fair go in life




2004 HRT CLUB 1 MEMBERSHIP

This is our sixth year of the HRT Club Membership Program. Each
year we have strived to offer you a great deal and this year is no
exception! In 2004, we have changed some of the benefits and
we hope you will like what you see! Our main added benefit for
2004 sees an increase of Motor Magazines from 10 issues to 12
issue per year. We have therefore had to put our renewal price up
by $5 to help cover these costs. There will be no change to the
price of our Junior membership.

This year we are offering the following membership packages,
Club 1 Membership, Club 1 & Partner Membership,
Junior Club 1 Membership and Family Membership. We
have deleted our basic membership package for 2004.

Our memberships run in conjunction with the racing calendar
season as per your membership this year. All memberships
commence on 1st March 2004 and run through until 28th
February 2005. Unfortunately we CANNOT pro-rata our
memberships. You may join at any time however the cost will
remain the same regardless of which month you join. The benefits
will be reduced the later you join in the season. If you have any
queries regarding this please contact the Club on (03) 9427 1277.

When you purchase a $105 (renewal price) Club 1 Membership
the estimated total value of goods received is $170. This does not
include a value on benefits such as merchandise discounts, tours,
signing sessions, Club 1 driver get togethers in each state etc.

Many members have joined our Club for differing reasons, some
to achieve the value associated with the 10% discount on team
merchandise, or to take up the once in a lifetime opportunity to
purchase a ride in the PR2 car. Whilst others have wanted to get
up close to the drivers at our Club 1 Driver Get Together.

Club 1 Membership Benefits Package

The following benefits apply to those signing for the Club 1
Membership (A$105 renewal price):

1. Merchandise - A Club 1 Cap, Key Ring, Sticker, Pass Holder
(with bonus pen) and a Personalised Card.

2. Newsletter — Forwarded with Motor Magazine (up to 8 per
year) outlining everything you need to know about HRT news on
the cars, drivers, crew, race plans, sponsors, results and
apparel/merchandise.

3. Motor Magazine Subscription - UP TO 12 copies per year
depending on your joining date ie. Join before Feb 15 and
receive 12 copies.

4. Discount of 10% off — HRT and HSV apparel and
merchandise - trackside, Clayton, Richmond stores & website with
presentation of membership card by actual member. Please note
that no discount applies to any sale items.

5. Team Poster - 1 poster only will be available for pick up from
Race Meetings, HSV Clayton or Richmond Store.

6. Annual Year Book - Copy of Team’s annual year book will
be forwarded at end of the year (along with renewal notice).

7. HSV New Model Launch - Club 1 Members will be invited to
attend ene HSV launch during 2004 to preview new HSV models.

8. HRT Headquarters Tours - tours available of the HRT
Headquarters at Clayton, Victoria (unless a race meeting is on
that weekend). Bookings must be made on (03) 9427 1277.
Numbers are limited so please book in advance. Children under
12 years not permitted.

9. PR2 Hot Laps - Experience the "ride of a lifetime" in a HRT V8
Supercar! Only available to Club 1 members. Special pricing
applies. Limited numbers. 18 years and over only.

10. Driver Get Together - in each state where a race meeting
occurs around Australia, we will conduct an informal get together
for our club members to meet our Drivers (1 per State). Question
& Signing Session (2 items only). All details given prior to event in
newsletters and website.

11. Priority Purchasing - privileges at major race meetings. ie.
Adelaide, Bathurst (Marquee Events only).

12. Bathurst Signing Session - We will continue our tradition
of organising a time when the Club members who attend Bathurst
can meet the HRT Drivers for an autograph session (Saturday).

13. Website - exclusive access to Club 1 web site for all the
latest Club information.

14. Special Offers - It is our intention to arrange special offers in
each newsletter with our sponsors and other business partners and
pass these onto our Club 1 Members. ie. EA Sports, Mobil etc.

Listed below is a summary of the benefits for each of the membership categories

Benefits Club 1 Partner Junior Family (4)

Membership Card & Sticker v v 4 v (4)
Club 1 Cap v v v v (4)
Key Ring & Pass Holder 4 v (4 v (4)
Motor Magazine Subscription (4 v (1)
Team Poster (Redeemable at Track, Richmond or Cloyton) (4 (4 v (2)
Newsletters v v v (1)
Annual Year Book 4 v (1)
Exclusive Membership Offers v v v v (4)
Tour Race Team Head Office (*Must be over 12 y.0.) (4 (4 v* v (4)
10% Discount off HSV/HRT Merchandise v v v v (4)
PR2 Rides. Special Prices Apply. (Must be over 18 y.0.) (4 (4 v (2)
Team Birthday Card v v (2)
Priority Purchasing at Major Race Meetings v v (4 v (4)
Bathurst Signing Session 4 4 4 v (4)
Driver Get Together (in states where a race meeting is held) - (4 (4 (4 v (4)
Exclusive Club 1 Web Site Access 4 4 4 v (4)
‘99, ‘00, ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 Renewal Price S105 $35 S50 S$190
New Member Applications S115 $35 $55 $200
All Other Countries (Additional postage costs) NZ/Asia - S15




