










Remarkably, the 96-lap/300k race was 
incident free, in that there were no Safety 
Car periods to rescue cars stranded in 
gravel traps. On top of that there was little 
contact to note, with perhaps the most 
imporlant when Ambrose exited his pit bay 
- straight into the side of the Steve Ellery 
Falcon. Ambrose received a drive through 
penalty for the crash and later took the 
blame for the incident, recognising that 
the situation potentially cost him the race 
as well as the chance to record a rare 5 
wms 111 a row. 

It is interesting to note how the package of 
cars, conditions and lyres can change over 
the course of a race. In the first pari, Mark 
Skaife's HRT Commodore appeared to be 
consistently quicker than Ambrose's 
following Falcon, with Skaife recording his 
fastest lap of the day on lap 7. 

However after their respective pit stops for 
lyres, the #4 Ford improved it's best lap 
time by_ a second (lap 45) while the best 
time Skaife could do in this second stage 
was .8 - almost a whole second - slower 
than his previous best. Skaife's engine 
problem made it academic, but Ambrose 
had chased and caught Skaife and those 
last 6 laps had promised a tense battle. 
Perhaps at Oran Park in August? 

Castrol Commodore Steven Richards - like 
Skaife - had his Series hopes damaged 
somewhat with his car retiring at 41 laps 
and Paul Radisich would have been hearl­
broken when his Falcon ran out of fuel on 
the last lap. He was running 8th at the 
time and the error cost him 108 
Championship points! 

VB Supercar Series 
Round 8, Oran Park 
August 16- 17, 2003 

Ford Continues Winning Run 
but HRT makes Further 
Progress with VY 

Marcos Ambrose swept to another V8 
Supercar round win at Oran Park at the 
weekend giving him his 5th round victory 
of the season and (finally) the outright 
lead in the Championship both on the 
regular point's table as well as the 
adjusted version. 

II 

Brake lock ups to both Holden Racing 
Team VY Commodores affected their 
victory chances but in reality, it was 
unlikely that Mark Skaife or Todd Kelly 
would have been able to catch the Stone 
Brother's Falcon on the day! 

Skaife's # 1 VY Commodore suffered a 
brake lock up on lap 19, forcing the car in 
for a much earlier pit stop than planned, 
leaving Skaife to race in for more than 90 
laps on the one set of lyres. Kelly too 
damaged a lyre in a similar manner but 
that was after his compulsory stop so he 
had to make an extra stop for a 
replacement, dropping him down the 
order from 3rd, to eventually finish 6th. 

However HRT was pleased with the gains 
the Team has made with Kelly's new 
chassis that made its debut at Queensland 
last month, with the car much more 
balanced and consistent at Oran Park than 
it was at the previous round. 

That's good news for the Team as the next 
new HRT chassis - identical to the current 
#2 car - is due at next month's Sandown 
500 and will be used by Skaife and Kelly 
for that event as well as the Bathurst 1 000 
in October. The development done by Kelly 
and his crew will be a major benefit for he 
and Skaife in the 2 key endurance events. 

Kelly was able to record 58-laps (more 
than half the event) of the Oran Park race 
all in the 1 minute 11 second bracket 
against Skaife's 41-laps in that range, 
suggesting that the race-pace consistency 

gains that the Team was looking for are 
starling to come and with a planned full­
day's testing before Sandown, furiher 
advances are likely. 

The Holden Racing Team - and in fact all 
teams - still have some way to go however, 
before they can consider beating the pace­
setting #4 Falcon of Ambrose. Ambrose's 
fastest race lap of Oran Park was around 
a second better than most other entries, 
was the only car to record 1 :09 second (2) 
race lap times and was able to string more 
than double the amount of laps in the 
1:1 0 second bracket than any other 
competitor! "Doing it easy in the 1:1 O's" 
was one radio comment heard on the 
scanners on Sunday from the Stone 
Brothers' Ford. 

Equally concerning was Ambrose's 
blistering Top 10 Shoot Out performance, 
where in his 1-lap dash, he recorded 
a first sector time 6/1 Oth's of a second 
faster than anyone else, with just 2 
corners! The search for more speed 
and power is on in earnest! 

RACE: 

A flat-spotted lyre on lap 19 ruined any 
chance of HRT's Mark Skaife winning the 
111-lap/300k-race at Oran Park. Skaife 
had adjusted the roll bars in his VY 
Commodore, which lightened the front end, 
causing the brake lock-up. Skaife's 
subsequent pit-stop on lap 20, consigned 
him to then run for 90+ laps on the one set 
of lyres and, that was never going to be 

2003 VB SUPERCAR SERIES TOP 10 ARER B ROUNDS 

DRIVER TEAM POINTS 
1st: Marcos Ambrose Stone Brothers Roci ng 1351 

2nd: Joson Bright Betta Electricoi(Teom Brock 1279 

3rd: Greg Murphy Kmort Racing Team 1233 

4th: Russell lngoll Stone Brothers Racing 1163 

5th: Mark Skaife Holden Racing Team 1145 
6th: Paul Weel Betta Electricoi!Teom Brock 1109 

7th: Craig Lowndes Ford Performance Racing 1094 

8th: Steven Richards Costrol Perkins Commodore 1052 

9th: Garth Tonder Garry Rogers Motorsport 1002 

1Oth: Rick Kelly Kmort Racing Team 952 

2003 VB SUPERCAR SERIES TOP 10 ARER B ROUNDS: WORST ROUND DELOED 

DRIVER TEAM POINTS 
1st: Marcos Ambrose Stone Brothers Roci ng 1255 

2nd: Joson Bright Betta Eledricoi(Teom Brock 1195 

3rd: Greg Murphy Kmort Racing Team 1119 

4th: Mark Skaife Holden Racing Team 1109 
5th: Russell lngoll Stone Brothers Racing 1081 

6th: Steven Richards Costrol Perkins Commodore 1052 

7th: Craig Lowndes Ford Performance Racing 1036 

8th: Paul Weel Betta Electricoi!Teom Brock 1007 

9th: Garth Tonder Garry Rogers Motorsport 966 

1Oth: Todd Kelly Holden Racing Team 914 

ISSUE 5 T E A M T O R Q U E  



good enough to stop Marcos Ambrose 
winning his 5th round of the season to date 
and Ford's 7th consecutive round victory. 

PERSONAL PROFILE - CLUB MEMBERS 

It was a case of Ambrose v the rest as his 
Ford seems able to consistently lap a half 
a second quicker· than the rest of the field 
and he had an ll s cond lead after 14 
laps and really, cruised from there! 
Pleasing for HRT was Todd Kelly's 
performance in his new VY Commodore. 
Similarly to Skaife, Kelly suffered a brake 
lock-up on lap 75 and he too had to pit 
for a replacement. At the time, he was in 
third position and headed for the podium 
and quite possibly - without the extra pit 
stop - could hav sneaked past Craig 
Lowndes' FPR Ford for 2nd. 

Kelly's cor was consistently quick and he 
said past race thcrt th cor felt far more 
predictable thcrn it had in Queensland and 
all the work that th Tr.cr111 has done in 
Queensland and at r rrr P rr k has paid 
off. With anoth r n w err du for Skaife 
and Kelly to shar crt ern I wn, HRT has a 
far better idea of wh If il I kr.s to make the 
car fast - hopefully fer�! C'nough to slop 
Ford's current wirminsJ run! 

Despite Skaife's I ng strnt on his 2nd set of 
tyres, his consist n y crllowed him to bring 
the # l VY Comrn dar home 3rd and, 
boost him up the 1 inls score. Skaife is now 
5th on the "stcrndar cl" points' system and, 
4th in the "adju I d" list and doesn't 
consider himself out of the equation just yet! 

The Championship hopes of previous front 
runners Jason Br ighl and Steven Richards 
suffered a set bock, with Bright finishing 
19th and Richmds losing 22-laps with 
mechanical dramas to finish 23rd. 

Names: 

Nickname: 

Ages: 

Married: 

Dream Car: 

Most Admired Person: 

Favourite Movie: 

Favourite Food: 

What are you angry about: 

Who Would you most like 

to meet: 

Favourite HRT Moment: 

PERSONAL PROFILE - STAFF MEMBER 

Name: 

Age: 

Occupation: 

Nickname: 

Married: 

Children: 

Dream Car: 

Favourite Film: 

Favourite Book: 

What are you angry about: 

Who would you most 

like to meet: 

If you could change something 

in the world what would it be: 

Geoff Thompson 

37 

HRT Transport Driver 

Thommo 

Yes - Milinda 
3 - Wade, Amy & Bailey 

1968 Camara 

Top Gun 

The Gangster Chronicles 

People with "down on life" attitudes 

Eminem 

Ban all Nuclear Arms 

T E A M T O R Q U E  SEPTEMBER 2003 

Michelle Parker & Romano Boon 

M: Shell 

R: Banana 

M: 36 
R: 42 

M: Yes 

R: Yes 

M: GTS - Black 

R: GTS- Red 

M: Jason Bright 
R: Mark Skaife 

M: Silence of the Lambs 

R: The Little Mermaid 

M: Carbonaro 

R: Chocolate Teddy Bear Biscuits 

M: Husband waking me up at Sam to go to work! 

R: War 

R: Jamie Durie 

M: Jerry Lewis 

R: The Win at Bathurst in 2002 

M: Although HRT did not fair too well on the 
weekend the atmosphere of the Indy 400 
Weekend on the Gold coast 2002. 



THE HOLDEN RACING TEAM BY ANDREW QUESTED 

August saw the release of the latest Holden Racing Team Book by Andrew Quested, which 
looks at the historic moments in the develop-ment of the Holden Racing Team, in their 
endeavour to rise to one of Australia's premier racing teams. 

Behind the famous names of Peter Brock, Mark Skaife, Wayne Gardner and Jason Bright, 
and the impressive mechanics in every Holden car, is a team of ordinary people with the 
drive to achieve extra-ordinary feats. This book takes us behind the scenes to explore the 
exciting and at times controversial history of the team, life on the race circuit and the people 
whose dreams and passions make it happen. 

The book is a warts and all rollout of a lot of hot behind the scenes issues not told before. 

The recommended retail price of the book is $50.00 however as an exclusive offer for HRT 
Club 1 Members only, we are offering the book for only $40.00 for a limited time, when 
you purchase it online at www.hsv.com.au or phoning in your order on (03) 9427 127 7, 
please note that an $11 .00 postage and handling charge also applies. Get in early, as it 
will not only make great reading for our Club 1 fans but also a top Birthday or Christmas 
present. Please note that Club 1 Member discounts do not apply on this special offer. 

RACE PARTS SALE 

At Club Headquarters we have numerous HRT, Kmart & HYL Car Memorabilia, which 

we would like to offer exclusively at sale prices for Club 1 Members only. Below is a 
list of items that we have available. 

ITEM 

Bonnet 

Bonnet 

Bonnet 

Bonnet 

Bonnet 

Front Panel 

Front Panel 

Front Panel 

Doors 

HRT & HYL Rims 

Front Spoiler 

Rear Bumper 

HRT Headlights 

Racing Visor 

Side Skirt 

Framed Drivers Suit 

Framed Drivers Suit 

Framed Drivers Suit 

Unframed Drivers Suit 

Unframed Drivers Suit 

Unframe� Drivers Suit 

DRIVER/TEAM 

T Kelly (KRT) 

T Kelly (KRT) 

J Bright (HRT) 

J Bright (HRT) 

G Murphy (KRT) 

T Kelly (HY L) 

R Kelly (HYL) 

T Kelly (KRT) 

Various Drivers 

Various Drivers 

T Kelly (KRT) 

R Kelly (HY L) 

N/A 

M Skaife (HRT) 

Please note that these items do not attract the Club 1 discount as they are all on sale 
for Club Members only. Please note that freight is additional and will need to be 
quoted upon enquiry (depending on your location). A certificate of authenticity will 
accompany all items. Unfortunately we cannot provide holds or lay by on these items. 

YEAR/ RACE PRICE MEMBERS' PRICE 

2002 Oran Park $650.00 $500.00 

2002 Winton $650.00 $500.00 

2002 Season (Non Race Specific) $650.00 $500.00 

2002 Oran Park $650.00 $500.00 

2002 Season (Non Race Specific) $650.00 $500.00 

2000 (Non Race Specific) $200.00 $ 175.00 

2002 (Non Race Specific) $250.00 $ 175.00 

2002 (Non Race Specific) $250.00 $ 175.00 

Please Enquire on (03) 9427 1277  $500.00 eo $400.00 eo 

Please Enquire on (03) 9427 1277  $500.00 eo $400.00 eo 

2002 (Non Race Specific) $ 1,500.00 $1,250.00 

2002 (Non Race Specific) $650.00 $575.00 

Non Race or Year Specific $200.00 $ 150.00 

2000 ATCC Signed $650.00 $600.00 

C Lowndes (HRT) 2000 Bathurst $250.00 $200.00 

C Lowndes (HRT) 2000 Final Year at HRT $1,750.00 $ 1,500.00 

G Murphy (HRT) 1 996 - Bathurst Winning Year $1,500.00 Same 

M Noske (HY L) 1998 $600.00 Same 

J Plato 2000 Endurance Driver Bathurst $550.00 $500.00 

C Lowndes (HRT) 1998 Championship Year $1,750.00 $ 1,500.00 

Greg Murphy 1997 $ 1,200.00 Same 


