














HRT Team Manager

After 5 rounds of the 2002 V8 Supercar
Championship, the Holden Racing Team
and Mark Skaife hold a commanding lead
in the Series. Skaife’s 5 round wins in
succession is the best start to the season
since Alan Moffat in 1977 and his 10 race
wins from 13 races to date, is aremarkable
feat.

In the “New Millennium” (2000, 2001 and
2002 to date) Skaifey has scored 23
podium results from a total of 31 rounds
(74%), has recorded 28 top 5 finishes from
those 31 rounds (90%) and been in the
top 10 of rounds on 29 of 31 occasions
(94%). (Who let the statistician outg)

So, why has HRT and Skaife had such a
level of success? Team Torque caught up
with Rob Starr, who has engineered all of
HRT's Championship cars to date and in
2002, has been elevated to Team
Manager.

Paul Weissel: Well Rob, post-Canberra,
HRT has come out of the blocks for season
2002 and won 5 rounds on the trot and,
Skaife's won 10 of 13 races; Does that
surprise you?

Rob Starr: Naturally! | mean obviously
you expect to go well but to win 5 in a row
with the competition how it is, is a surprise
but you're not going to complain about it!

PW: What were your expectations at the

start of the year? Coming into the season
with the new Dunlop Control Tyre and
suggestions that it would level the field and
negate HRT's advantage, we didn't test
prior to the Grand Prix so, what were your
thoughts?

RS: Realistically, probably top 3! We would
have expected teams with former Dunlop
experience to come out better but they
don’t seem to have. That was probably a
surprise, so top 3 would have been - to
me — a good result at this stage.

PW: When you see 5 rounds in succession
and a 650+ points lead and we are not
even at the half way point of the season,
why is the Holden Racing Team where it
is?

RS: One - a lot of luck | guess! Obviously
the Team is working very well together;
from day one we've adapted well to the
new Control Tyre - which was a surprise -
but since we have got onto what works
well, we seem to be able to keep
progressing.

It's everyone here working well together
with the drivers and being able to progress
and adjust to the different circuits, climates
and races.

PW: You've been working with Skaifey now
since he joined the Team in '97; is he now
at his peak? Is he the complete driver —
not just in pace but technically and
mentally?

RS: I think so but how do you know when
they peak? But he certainly seems to be
the best out there at the moment and he's
not making many (if any) mistakes. Who
knows when he will peak but you'd have
to say that he's at the top of the game at
the moment, but if there's more to come,
then look out!

PW: How reliant is Mark — particularly
during an event like Canberra - on you
guys back in the pits, when there's the
potential for so many dramas out on the
track?

RS: He has to be reliant on us because
hopefully — with the TV monitors in the pits
- we can see if there are accidents
happening and give him as much warning
as possible. As far as the pit strategy is
concerned, we have to try and make the
call to what we see as best for him and
the Team and, go from there.

PW: Speaking of the crew, there’s a core
bunch of people now who have been
together — in your case 12 years - but in
the main, 8 - 10 years. How important is
that in contributing to the team’s success?

RS: Very important! Everyone knows each
other; their personalities; they all “gel”
well; they know each other’s good and bad
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poirtts and, how to make allowances for
that. It's just everyone can rely on one
another | guess.

It's stability within the team and if you have
something that's working well, don't
change it!

PW: We hear a lot of suggestions that the
only reason HRT does well is because of
the TWR UK connection. It's been said that
we have 4 or 5 racing Commodores
running around the circuits of England
doing testing; that one of our cars sits on
a 7-post engineering rig at TWR and that
we transfer massive loads of data between
the UK and Australia. What's the truth in
that?

RS: Not much! | mean we struggle to
have enough cars to run the program we
have here, so there are certainly no cars
running around in England either testing
or on any test rigs!

Management wise, TWR is a good help but
as far as technology, our category is pretty
unique. There's not too much they can
relate to really to what we have here. It's
all a big rumour as far as I'm concerned.

It's giving no credit to our people here, to
suggest that all our success is because of
our parent Company in the UK!

PW: The other “suggestion” - for want of
a better word - that we hear from time to
time is that perhaps the V8 Supercars
should introduce penalties for winning,
such as the “success ballast” you see in
the British Touring Cars.

From the guys in the crew’s point of view,
how does that make you feel?

RS: It's disheartening really! We work
hard to get the results and it's that close
that there’s not much in it between any
car. Alot of the time it's because you have
good track position and - if you don’t shoot
yourself in the foot — you should have a
good result.

That's happened a lot this year. People
have had chances to win but they've blown
it. | mean you can’t have something like
that because you’'d go to a race like
Bathurst and suddenly you are hit with a
weight penalty, so you could probably kiss
the weekend goodbye!

If they were to bring something in like that,
you'd have to do it at the start of the year
— not half way through just because one
particular team is dominating. It would
be the wrong way to head for the sport.

The reality is, some teams need to lift their
game and before any “knee-jerk”
reactions are made, people have to look
at the big picture — not just look for an
easy fix!

PW: Thanks for joining Team Torque Rob
and we hope the Team, Mark and Jason
can keep stringing the wins together.



HOT LAP UPDATE

We are in the process of finalizing a date
for the Hot Lap Program in Queensland.
We are hoping to be able to tie this in with
the QLD500 event (weekend 14-15 Sept).
However it would be held on a weekday
either before or most likely after the event.
If you are interested in this time we suggest
you contact us soon to have your name
placed on the list to save disappointment
should it fill up quickly like the other States.
This is likely to be the only event in QLD.

We would also hope to confirm in the next
newsletter a date for New Zealand which
should be around the time of Pukekohe.

We will be having a second day in NSW in
mid December. But we will have more
details once a race track has been
confirmed.

We will also be having a second day in
Victoria which will be at Calder on August
22, so should the first date of 11 July not
have becn appropriate you now have a
second option. In addition there will be a
3rd date in Victoria for mid December to
be confirmed.

At this stage the Driver’s confirmed for set
dates are:

July 11 - Victoria - Jason Bright & Jim
Richards

July 29 - NSW - Jason Bright & Rick Kelly

Please notec you will not be able to select
a driver, it will depend on the timing that
day. There may also be a last minute driver
change due to any schedule conflicts
however this is unlikely.

As mentioned the price for the hot lap and
other benetfits for the day is $500 + GST
(Please note there is approx $150 worth
of merchandise etc included in this
package price).

JOHN HARVEY

TESTIMONIAL NIGHTS

To celebrate John Harvey’s success and
popularity on and off the track over the
past four decades, there will be a
Testimonial dinner in both Sydney and
Melbourne.

- Sydney - Park Royal Parramatta -
Monday 29th July, 2002

- Melbourne - Crown Casino - Thursday
1st August, 2002

These functions are in honour of John's
long standing career in racing and the
automotive industry. Each event will
feature many of the industries greats
paying tribute to John Harvey and all
proceeds from this event will go directly to
John Harvey, in recognition of his
contributions and achievements.

Ticketing or price queries - contact Emma
or Penny at HSV on 03 9265 9500.

PERSONAL PROFILE
CLUB 1 MEMBER

Name? Ray
Brehaut

Occupation?
Driver

Company?
Total Way P/L

Nickname?
“"Chuck
Norris”

Married?
Widowed

Children? 4 (adult), 3 Grandchildren
Car? VT Clubsport

Dream Car? GTS Coupe

Favourite Film? “Grease”

Favourite Book? Excelerate

What are you angry about? Parity rules
in V8 racing

What are you exultant about? HRT
Success

Who you would most like to meet?
Rolling Stones

if you could change something in the
world what would it be? Make

Politicians live in the real world

PERSONAL PROFILE
STAFF MEMBER

Name?
Nancy
Mihovilovic

Occupation?
Marketing
Assistant
Apparel and
Merchandise
Company?
Holden
Special Vehicles

Nickname? Fance

Married? No

Children? No

Car? Mazda Astina

Dream Car? Mercedes SLK Convertible
Favourite Film? Up close and Personal

Favourite Book? George’s Marvelous
Medicine

What are you angry about? My brother
backing into my car TWICE now

What are you exultant about? White
Chocolate Wagon Wheels

Who you would most like to meet? Rob
Thomas (Matchbox 20)

If you could change something in the
world what would it be? Endless summer!

(You will see Nancy at all the race meetings,
with our HRT apparel crew)
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NUMBER PLATES

HSV are currently selling some ex-fleet
number plates. These are $500 per set.

The plates are:

HSVVT 1 HSVVT 7VX 250
HSVVT 4 HSVVT 8ZAFIRA
HSVVT 5 HSVVT 9HSVC 5
HSVVT 6 MANTA 1

All plates are white writing on a black
background. Please contact 03 9427 1277
if you are interested in these.

Please note, there will be no newsletter
sent with the Motor in August (next month).
As there are 8 newsletters and 10 copies
of Motor, the first Motor and the Motor to
be sent in August do not receive
Newsletters. As the next newsletter is due
out at the start of August we will have a
very brief summary of the Perth results as
this event will occur just after our deadline
to print this newsletter for Motor. You can
obtain these results via the website if you
are unable to watch this event.

SUPERSTORE MOVING

We mentioned in the last newsletter that
we will be vacating the premises at 573
Church St Richmond on June 22. We will
be able to extend this by 1 month as the
landlord has not been able to find a new
tenant willing to pay the rent he is now
requesting. Please note our last day of
trade at 573 Church St, Richmond will be
Saturday July 21. We will advise on our
website of our new address asap.As we
will not be sending a newsletter at the start
of August, if you are planning on visiting
the store in August, we would suggest you
contact HSV Clayton on 03 9265 9500 and
they will be able to advise you of our new
location. Otherwise we will have these
details on the club website asap and in
the September newsletter.

GRID PEOPLE

Canberra
Graham Munro
David Noakes
Mark Hatte

Tanya Munro

Suzanne Noakes

Steve Whitlum
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A team of superstars deserve a range that is just as outstanding, and here it is. Introducing the new 2002 Drivers
Range. Each authentic range consists of a polo shirt, t-shirt and cap. Supporters can purchase the range from
Holden/HSV Dealerships, the Racetrack or via hsv.com.au. Be as proud of your favorite superstar as we are.

4 hsv.com.au




