










Mike Simcoe is the 43-year old Director 
of Design for Holden Ltd. As head of the 
Team responsible for the phenomenally 
successful VT/VX Commodore, Mike is 
married to Margaret and has 2 daughters 
- Eleanor and Kathryn. He lists his 
hobbies as working at Holden and when 
he does have some spare time, Mike 
tinkers with a Lancia Fulvia coupe in his 
garage at home. He joins us for this 
month's HRT Club 1 newsletter. 

Firstly Mike, you're Director of Design for 
Holden; how did it all start for you? 

M.S.: I graduated in 1978 as an industrial 
designer and after working in Australia 
for about 18 months, I then went overseas 
gaining a job with a company called Ogle 
in the UK. In my time there until 1983, I 
designed anything from baby buggies 
through to aircraft interiors and 
helicopter simulators. I originally came 
back to Australia in '83 for a holiday; 
Holden had a job at the time and, I've 
been there ever since. 

Was that your ultimate goal? Was 
automotive design where you wanted to 
be? 

M.S.: I 've always loved cars and had 
thought about being a car designer but, 
never dreamed it was a possibility because 
there were none then (and there are still 
none now} car design courses in Australia. 
So I wanted to be a designer but didn't 
think it could come off until I "lucked" 
into a job rere and have been doing it 
ever s1nce. 
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On that, if someone reading this wanted 
a career in automotive design do they 
have to follow the same path as you did? 
Go through industrial design and go 
through the processes you did? 

M.S.: They have to have an industrial 
design degree, obviously have a passion 
for cars - and an ability to sketch and 
create a portfolio that grabs us because 
in the end, a qualification of a designer 
is great but, you have to be able to prove 
you have ideas by sketching them. 

Where did you start at Holden; was it 
doing the little things like the nuts and 
bolts in a door - something as minor as 
that? 

M.S.: My first role was working in what 
was then an interior studio because I'd 
done a lot of that sort of design in the 
UK - a lot of aircraft work and cockpit 
work, I guess they felt the interior of a 
car was a good stretch for me. That was 
back in '83 and I slowly progressed. 

L et's take a car like the extremely 
successful VT/VX Commodore. The car is 
a dominant sales leader, it looks good -
and it's not a bad racecar I might add -
and that's been the case since it was 
launched in 1997. What was the actual 
"gestation" period for the vehicle - when 
did it all start? 

M.S.: Back in 1990, all the groups who 
needed to have input in the new model -
design, engineering, finance, sales and 
marketing etc, got together in what we 
call "voice" groups to discuss what each 
group requires in a new model. One of 
the major bottom lines is the sizing of the 
model and in the Commodore, that's 
seating for 5. 

Once the parameters are set we work 
through the various design stages, up to 
models of the project car, then full size 
and in the case of the VT, the basic vehicle 
was finalised by the end of 1995. From 
there you build your pilot vehicles for 
testing and ADR compliance and 
eventually the car went into production 
for the 1997 launch. 

From a design point of view, do you have 
to compromise your ideas? 

You certainly have to be realistic! There's 
no point in designing something that's 
radical, if the public won't accept it, Sales 
and Marketing can't market it, the factory 
can't build it and Finance can't afford it! 
That's why we work with the "voice" 
groups so we know the guidelines from 

the start. 

The model life of the car is about ten 
years; how do you determine 
"refreshing" the design? 

Front and rear changes to give a different 
look are relatively simple these days as 
the front and rear bumpers and light 
clusters can create model freshness. We 
did that with VT to VX and then there'll 
be a more substantial change in the mid 
life of the model that may include some 
sheet metal changes - similar to say VP to 
VR/VS in the previous Commodore body 
shape. 

When designing a new model, are you 
influenced by the economy at the time? 
For instance with the Commodore coupe 
or Monaro scheduled for production later 
this year, did you think the time was 
"right" for a return to what - for a big 
organisation like GM-Holden - is a 
specialised or limited run car? 

Definitely! For instance, a car like the 
coupe could not have been considered 
during the mid to late 80's due to the 
market forces of the time. Australia is in 
a much better position economically these 
days and people have much more 
confidence. Also Holden's is in a strong 
market position so it too can consider 
projects like the coupe. 

Initially, it was a design concept only but 
because of the market confidence I spoke 
about, the concept is becoming a reality. 

Looking to the future, can we expect 
anything radical in car design in the next 
five to ten years? 

Nothing too dramatic no. Again we're 
talking the basic design of what the car 
has to do and in the case of the 
Commodore, it has to be able to carry 
up to 5 people. The other consideration 
is that people are becoming larger so the 
interior space of the vehicle is the 
determining factor. 

Once that parameter has been 
determined, it's how you package that 
design. Materials and advances in engine 
design will determine what you can do 
and how you can do it,  but the 
Commodore of the near future will be 
evolutionary, rather than revolutionary. 

Mike, your team at Holden design has 
given Australia a great road car in the 
Commodore and it's the Holden Racing 
Team's pleasure to be able to give the 
car on-track success. T hanks for your 
time. 

TOP TEN SHELL CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS ARER 4 ROUNDS 

Driver Team Points 

1: Jason Bright HRT ................ 1132 

2: Mark Skaife HRT ................ 1078 

3: Russell lngall Castro! Com ... 889 

4: Marcos Ambrose Pirtek Ford 840 

5: Greg Murphy Kmart RT ........ 835 

I 5 5 u E 3 

6: Steven Johnson Shell Helix Racing ... 788 

7: Todd Kelly Kmart RT ........................ 739 

8: Glenn Seton Ford Tickford Racing ... 728 

9: Steve Richards Ford Tickford Racing 724 

1 0: Craig Lowndes Gibson Motorsport 655 
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From there it was a run to the flag for 
Ingell, who won from Ambrose, Mark 
Larkham, Murphy and Bright. 

Sunday's first 35 lap race saw one 
retirement before racing started! Saturday 
had seen the Shell Ford team use up 3 
engines and with only one remaining, it 
was deemed that Steven Johnson was in 
a better championship position and 
therefore Paul Radisich would sit out the 
day! Things didn't get any better for the 
Shell Fords, when Johnson was taken out 
on lap one of the race. He pitted for 
repairs but lost 3 laps in the process and 
finished last. 

In 3 2-degree heat and in car 
temperatures of 50 degrees plus, it was 
going to be a long 35 laps for the drivers. 
Ingell leapt away and positions were 
pretty static in the top group. Skaife made 
a blinder and was up to 1Oth by lap one 
and continually moved through in the 
lead up to the pit stops to be in 6th. 

Efficient pit work could improve a drivers' 
position further and that was the case 
with the HRT duo. Bright had improved 
to 3rd and Skaife 4th. However before 
the pit stops, Craig Lowndes' weekend 
took a turn for the worse. Contact with 
Cameron Mclean on lap 10 saw the 
Lowndes' Ford up against the wall and 
out of the race, and with the car unable 
to be repair d, was out for the day. 

There was one more twist to this race; 
Russell Ingell was comfortably in the lead 
from Greg Murphy and Jason Bright but 
on the se ond last lap, Ingell's 
Commodore started to slow. First Murphy 
went by and then the HRT pair and 
eventually much of the field as Russell tried 
to bring the crippled Commodore home. 
What looked like an easy 90 points for 
first, became a mere 22 points for 22nd. 

So Murphy was the eventual winner from 
Bright, Skaife, the consistent Ambrose and 
David Besnord in the other Stone 
Brothers' Falcon. A good day for Mark 
Larkham turned sour, when he received 
a stop/go for not removing the green 
Velcro strip to signify the team had 
completed his compulsory pit stop. He 
would finish 13th. 

On to race three and another non-starter 
was to be John Bowe, who's Falcon had 
retired from race 2. Relatively free of 
incidents - apart from a brief off-track 
excursion by Russelllngall and Steve Ellery 
- Greg Murphy set up a comfortable lead 
from Skaife (who'd started better than 
Bright), Bright, Ambrose and Steven 
Johnson. 

In fact Bright's third place came courtesy 
of better HRT pit work, after Bright pitted 
in 5th, but returned in 3rd. Like the 
previous race however there was to be 
another twist. Murphy appeared head for 
a certain race and round win until on lap 
25, he started to slow. As the closing laps 
rolled out, Murphy battled what was a 
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sticking throttle, but he managed to 
continue to the end and finish in 12th 
place. 

So it was and HRT race 1-2 but V8 rookie 
Ambrose's round win as the consistent 
Tasmanian built up enough points to finish 
the weekend ahead of Bright and Skaife. 
Race three saw Skaife win from Bright, 
Ambrose and the FTR Falcons' of Steven 
Richards and Glenn Seton, while round 4 
results were Ambrose, Bright, Skaife, 
Murphy and David Besnard. 

NB: Stewards of the Meeting at Hidden 
Valley conducted a hearing over a post­
race incident at the previous round at 
Eastern Creek concerning a non-racing 
related incident in the paddock area of 
the Eastern Creek circuit. 

Both HRT's Skaife and Bright were 
penalised 30 Series points and the Team 
was fined a substantial amount. The 
Holden Racing Team has no further 
comment at this stage, while it considers 
its options. 

NEXT RACE. Round 5 of the Shell Series is 
the GMC 400 in Canberra in the June. 

John 
Crennan 

Occupation? Cars 

Company? TWR 
(Aust) Group 

Nickname? JC or 
Crenno 

Married? Yes, Joy 

Children? Yes, 4, 
Shelly, Nicky, 
Heidi, Jenny 

Car? SV99 soon to be R8 Maloo 

Dream Car? Anything with an HSV 
badge on it 

Favourite Film? The Dirty Dozen 
because it is probably the last one I 
watched 20 years ago 

Favourite Book? Megatrends 

What are you angry about? Liars, 
cheats and drug dealers 

What are you exultant about? Building 
a company that year after year employs 
more and more young Australians at a 
time when big companies year after 
year only seem interested in taking jobs 
away from decent Australians 

Who you would most like to meet? Not 
interested in just meeting anyone but if I 
could hove 2 hours of quality time it 
would be - Jurgen Schrempp 

If you could change something in the 
world what would it be? Find what 
causes cancer and cures for cancer and 
eliminate drugs from young peoples 
lives 

f'1AY 2001 

Occupation? 
C.S.S.D Assistant 

Company? St 
Vincents Hospital 

Nickname? Desy 
Brock I Boss 

Married? Yes, Lora 

Children? Yes, one 
very spoilt Maltese 
Terrier 

Car? Mazda 323 

Dream Car? VL Group W Walkinshaw I 
VX GTS 

Favourite Film? Gladiator 

Favourite Book? The Heroes - Ronald 
McKie 

What are you angry about? Race 
officials inconsistencies 

What are you exultant about? Life, the 
future and family! 

Who you would most like to meet? 
Tom Walkinshaw 

If you could change something in the 
world what would it be? To find a cure 
for cancer 

Name? Ken Wilson 

Occupation? 
Clothing Importer 

Company? Global 
Fashion Resources 

Nickname? Willow 

Married? Yes 

Children? 4 

Car? Mercedes 
SLK230 

Dream Car? One 
that I actually own, not the bank 

Favourite Film? 

Favourite Book? The Firm 

What are you angry about? The falling 
Australian Dollar 

What are you exultant about? Everyday 
challenges 

Who you would most like to meet? 
Greg Norman 

If you could change something in the 
world what would it be? 
More sunlight per day 
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