










VB Supercar Chief Steward 

W hen the VS 
Supercar drivers are 
involved with a racing 
infringement, the man 
they have to front is 
Chief Steward Garth 
W igs ton. Now, 
Garth and the other 
stewards come into 
the firing line from 

/ t ime to time as -
accordin� to the drivers - "it was a racing 
incident.' On the other hand from the fans 
points of view, the penalty was either (a) too 
severe or (b) not severe enough, depending 
whether or not you were a Holden or Ford 
fan. Team Torque thought it might be an idea 
to find out a bit more about the judiciary 
process. 
PW: Garth thanks for taking time out to talk to 
the HRT Club members. Three things that I 
know Garth Wigston's name for: one of them 
is Tassie Devil Fishing Lures; the second one is 
as a fairly handy racer during the early l 9SO's, 
and also now in your current role at Chief 
Series Steward. Which one gives you the most 
enjoyment? 
GW: I think I 'd have to honestly say that my 
most enjoyment probably was from the 60 s 
to the SO's in that particular era of racing 
touring cars. I think in my mind that was 
probably the best era, and it was a real sport 
then, whereas today it's a business. 
PW: Speaking of business, Tassie Devil Luresi 
it wasn't until a couple of years ago that I found 
out that one of the "gun" fishing lures !not just 
in Australia, but worldwide) is actua Ix your 
company! How long have you or your family 
or the company been involved in ihat? 
GW: Actually, we started production in 1979, 
so it's just on twenty years old at this stage of 
the game. That's my form of income as such, 
which is a little bit different from racing cars 
and from the motor industry in general I must 
admit. Tassie Devil lures are a very important 
part of the fishing industry in Australia, and 
we are certainly the biggest manufacturers of 
freshwater fishing lures in Australia. We 
export to about 40-odd countries overseas, 
with export being the prime part of our income 
from that. It's another fun side of life as well -
going fishing! But unfortunately motor racing 
interrupts my fishing time! 
PW: Did you perhaps go and start the fishing 
lure business to raise the money to go motor 
racing? 
GW: I wish that was the case, but no! I think I 
fell into things just at the right time and the 
right situation! I built my First car in 196 l, 
which was a little thing very similar to a go
kart, except that it had suspension using a 
Piaggio engine with a whole l 50cc, running 
on methanol and castor oil at 16 to l - it smelt 
good! 
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I then progressed to the old Holden situation. 
I ran an FJ very successfully in Tassie for quite 
a fewJears, then ran out of money; got 
marrie and had to sell the car to build a 
house. I guess we've all been through that 
situation. I then became involved with one of 
the Ford dealers in Hobart who invited me to 
drive the latest Cortina for a few years which rrogressed to the latest Escort after that, which 

raced for 4 or 5 years again, rather 
successfully. Then the Manager of Southern 
Motors in Hobart decided to vacate motorsport 
completely and move to Queensland, so that 
left me without something to sit my backside 
in! 
I then became involved in the Hobart Sporting 
Car Club - I was already a committee member 
anyway - and took over Presidency of the Club 
at that particular stage. I think we probably 
ran the two most successful meetings that 
Baskerville has ever seen, with the well-known 
Tas l 0,000. It was at the time that Jimmy 
Richards first came to Australia and ran his 
car down there, and in fact had rroblems with 
his gearbox during the event. dragged my 
old steady GT Falcon out of the shed and I 
lent the gearbox out of it to Jim, which kept 
him running. 
During that period, Baskerville made quite a 
handsome amount of money, so we decided 
to re-surface the circuit. We called for quotes 
and one particular chap came along by the 
name of Ian Harrington who people might 
remember was the name behind ihe Roadways 
Group. Now, Ian knew nothing about 
motorsport, and had never been to a motor 
race meeting1 but his Company's tender was 
the success tul one. I got to know I an 
reasonably well through that, and he seemed 
to show a little bit of interest in motor sport. 
So much so, that he asked me how do you 
become involved in motor sport? 
PW: And you immediately answered - "You 
can give me ever-so much money, and I can 
go motor racing!" 
GW: Well that was basically about what it was! 
I told him that what we probably needed is 
something like an SLR5000 (Torana) and we'll 
�et a bit serious and see how we go. He said, 
fair enough, we'll buy one"_just like that! So 

that started my association oft with Roadways. 
PW: Of course, his son Steve Harrington and 
you drove together as well. 
GW: We ended up driving at Bathurst together 
- that's right. I think we had seven starts at 
Bathurst over that period of time. I thoroughly 
enjoyed that experience; it was something 
quite special, that's for sure. 
We qualified every year in the top l 0 and 
took part in the Top Ten Shootout each year 
and certainly had our fun from that point of 
view. We also had some pretty good tinishes; 
4"', 5"' S"' and 11"' over tliose years. 
PW: Speaking of top ten qualifying, I've been 
reading a bOok which Ray Berghouse from 
Chevron Publishing has put out - it's called Forty 
Years of the Great Race - and it recaps on 
Bathurst from the 60's to 1996. I think you 
might know what's coming here! I believe it 
was the l 9S l race report, and Ray talks about 
the Top Ten Shootout where Garth Wigston 
had the misfortune to spin on his warm up lap 
coming on for his hot lap, and then again on 
his hot lap. Both times at Murray's Corner! 
Truth or dare: please explain? 
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GW: You' re dead right! It was the truth. It was 
one of those things in that I did enjoy driving 
in the rain, and that was one of my expertises 
I guess. At that particular stage, it was a pretty 
wet day, and we actually hao two runs in the 
Top Ten's in those days; we had two chances. 
The first chance was on some pre!!Y old wet 
tyres that weren't very good at all, and the 
time was fairly reasonable until I got down 
towards Murray's. I was pretty happy with 
the performance at that particufar stage, and 
simply got it all wrong coming into the corner 
and spun it! The short side of it was, Alan 
Grice came along and said "well, that was a 
pretty fair time - I've got a little bit better rubber 
here - would you like screw it on and see how 
you go?" 
So away I went again, got to the top of the 
Mountain and thought, this is pretty goOd; each 
corner seemed to be pretty reasonable and 
again I got through Forrest Elbow and I thought 
it was a fairly good effort and I was fairly 
happy with it. I remember soring to myselt; 
"now I mustn't make a blue as come down to 
Murray's this time!" So I very carefully came 
down into Murray's and the inevitable 
happened again - almost identically! That was 
the closest I ever came to claiming pole at 
Bathurst! 
PW: At least there was a show of consistency 
there! 
GW: Exactly! Two laps identical! 
PW: Your current role now is Chief Steward of 
the VS Supercars; a lot of people hear of 
drivers having misdemeanours on the tracks -
what's the process if someone does something 
wrong on the track, that you guys as Stewards 
have to go through? 
GW: I guess you could draw similarities with 
us and a judge and jury as well in that 
situation. When a person breaches a 
regulation, or is alleged to have breached a 
regulation, the normal process is the Clerk of 
Course/Race Director ( in this case Tim 
Schenken) would look at the matter and if he 
felt it necessary, he would present it to the 
Stewards for their consideration. 
We (the stewards) would then hold what we 
term an "inquiry", where we would look into 
the incident, call on the driver (or drivers if 
there are several involved in an incident), and 
any witnesses that may have seen the situation. 
We then simply inquire as to why it happened, 
what happened and whether there was any 
fault from any particular individual. We would 
then give everybody the opportunity to present 
their side of the story, and we would then 
consider those circumstances and reach a 
verdict accordingly. We would announce that 
particular verdict - whatever it may be - the 
penalty that would be necessary in that 
particular situation, or whatever else may be 
the case. 
PW: Has a driver ever walked into an inquiry 
and gone "Hey, look - I'll put my hand UP. 
then. It was me". Or do you hear all sort of 
stories in there? 
GW: Strangely enough, I can remember two 
or three drivers that, when they have been 
pinged with a breach of regulation, they simply 
walked into the Stewards room, threw up their 
hands in the air and said "How much?" I 
think when a driver is game to say1 "yes1 I 
made a blue or I made an error - what's the 
penalty?" - I think that's being very very fair 
and very very honest. But I think most drivers 



probably hove the impression that perhaps we 
might hove mode on error, so they ore going 
to Clefend it anyway. Maybe they thinl< they 
con convince the Stewards that they didn't do 
it. So it's up to us to suss it out and get to the 
truth of the matter, and make o finding 
accordingly. 
PW: Do you rely much on television these days, 
or is it just trying to weigh up the information 
that's been given lo you� 

GW: Television is extremely important. I think 
today when you ore looking at incidents, 
particularly when there's such large fields of 
cars - we're running soy about 32 cars - in 
race situations these days, and it's very very 
difficult to actually see what goes on 
completely. Television does become o prime 
means of sorting out the problem, particularly 
when you' re looking at views from front-on 
and side-on and overhead as well - that's 
absolutely essential. 
Alternately, we do rely on feedback from 
corner morsholls and observers who hove 
been on-site at incidents, to give us o view 
that they hove seen - o person of first 
intervention if you like - that is sometime used 
as well. Often we'll see it ourselves from Race 
Control or from the monitor that's used in Race 
Control. 
When we do see on incident, we hove the 
option of stewards' hearing or if we believe 
it s o clear-cut situation, then we con coll for 
on immediate stop/ go penalty. 
PW: Judge, jury, sometimes executioner - hos 
it cost you any friendships? 
GW: (laughs) Oh yes, I've often ended up with 
o knife or two in my b.Jck! But the plane seat 
isn't all that uncomfortable going bock to 
Tossie! I guess it happens, but it's o job that I 
enjoy doing it in many ways. 
I feel that I 've hod on involvement with 
motorsport over many years that I've enjoyed, 
and that I now con put something bock in on 
the other side of things. So I do enjoy doing 
it, yes. 
PW: Thank you for your time, happy motor 
racing and more importantly, happy fishing! 
GV/: I certainly agree on the fishing side of 
things! Thanks Poul. 

HRT RACING UPDATE CONT. 

HSV VX MODEL LAUNCHES 

We ore very pleased to invite you to attend o 

viewing of the exciting new range of HSV-VX 
cars. We ore holding our State by Stole launch 
in the month of October and these are the 
venues and timings: 
Melbourne 5th of October-Crown Casino

Palladium C-5pm-8pm 
Brisbane 9th of October-HSV-HBD Regional 

office-5pm-8pm 
Sydney 12th of October-Porramotto Pork 

Royal-5pm-8pm 
Per1h 16th of October-Hyatt Regency-

5pm-8pm 
Adelaide 19th of October-Hotel Adelaide 

lnternational-5pm-8pm 

You may attend any time between the 
designated hours. 
We ore hoping to have 5 cars at the function 
and these will include: 
HSV-VX-XU6, HSV-VX-ClubSport, HSV-VX
ClubSport R8, HSV-VX-Senotor Signature, 
HSV-VX-GTS. 
Please note that there will also be guests from 
Frequent Buyers and HSV Owners Club. This 
will be a great night and you will be able to 
have a very close look at these fantastic cars. 
Your Club Membership cord is essential for 
presentation to gain entry into the venue. Due 
to the large numbers expected no additional 
people will be allowed access. 
The addresses for the venues are as follows: 
Crown 
8 Whiteman St., Southbank VIC 
(03)9292-6222 

HSV-HBD-Regional office-Brisbane 
Unit B 1, 41 Bellrick St., Acacia Ridge OLD 
(07)3323-3999 

Parkroyal Parramatta 
30 Phillip St., Parromatta N.S.W 
(02)9689-3333 

Hyatt Regency-Perth 
99 Adelaide Tee., Perth WA 
(08)9225-1234 

Hotel Adelaide International 
62 Broughham Place, North Adelaide SA 
(08)8231-1234 

WINNERS OF VISIT TO GARAGE 

Rounding out the top ten was Bowe/Richards 
in fifth Radisich and Mclean in sixth, then 
Seton/Crompton, Longhurst/Besnord, Greg 
Ritter/Tim Leahey and Craig Baird/Simon 
Wills. Colder 
While it was a strong performance from Skoife 
and Lowndes the win has only extended 
Skoife's Series feod by sixteen points. However 
Skoife's lead is out to 189 points and with luck, 
good driving and good management at the 
next and penultimate round at Sandown, the 
chances ore that the 2000 Series can be sown 
up there. Then with luck, Mark and Craig 
con go to Bathurst in November to attempt an 
out-and-out win, without worrying about the 
Championship. 
Cheers, 
Poul Weissel 
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John Breen 
Scott Baker 
Roslyn Williams 
Terry Williams 
Peter Mullen 

Willowbank 
Daniel Tuite 
Paul Wilks 
Wayne Robinson 
Robert Hutchinson 
Nicole Fisher 
Brian Fisher 

Geoff Marsden 
Tania Marsden 
Joshua Marsden 
Sara Powell 
Michael Byrne 

Colin Smith 
Michelle Howard 
Esther Ison 
Wayne Ison 
Mark Vanhorssen 

Oc r 2000 

Nome? Scott 
Townley 
Age? 29 

Occupation? 
Mechanic 

Nickname? Scotty 
Married? Yes 
Children? No 

Car? Statesman 
Favourite Film? Coddyshack 
Favourite Book? Brothers in Arms 

Favourite Music? Rock 

Whal you enjoy wearing? Casual clothes 
Whal ore you angry about? Parity 
What ore you exultant about? Not living in 
Sydney 

Who you would most like to meet? Greg Norman 

Nome? Jason Hurley 
Age? 27 

Occupation? 
Mechanical 
Engineer at Robert 
Bosch Australia 

Nickname? Not 
Printable 
Married? No 
Children? No 
Car? VS Commodore 

Favourite Film? Ari Vatanen at Pike's Peak. 
Favourite Book? Anything with pictures 
Favourite Music? RPM intro music 

What you enjoy wearing? Clothes . .. .  usually 

What ore you angry about? The price of petrol 
What ore you exultant about? My new 
Blaupunkt car stereo 
Who you would most like to meet? The person 
who can give me a ride in o V8 supercar. 



HOLDEN RACING TEAM 


