





carbon-copy crash at the re-start of race two.
Skaifey scored a second in race one, took out
the action-packed race 2, then backed up with
another 2" in race three to win the round -
his 4" of the season. The success also
continved his climb back up the
Championship point's table to be in 3 overall.

The Team gathered back at the workshop that
evening for a de-brief and to work out what
was to be done prior to Symmons Plains.
Tasmania was a fortnight away however due
to shipping connections, in reality we only had
8 days to prepare the cars. Craig’s VT was a
definite non-starter (later determined to be a
permanent non-starter) and so it was decided
to use the VS Commodore which Todd Kelly
had used with the Young Lions at Sandown
and Willowbank.

The car was the original controversial VR built
in 1996 which had the diagonal brace - or
“Petty bar” — which made its debut mid way
through Craig’s Championship season and
which he and Greg Murphy had used for the
historic Sandown 500/Bathurst 1000 double
thatyear. It was also the car in which “Murph”
had that huge “shunt” in al Phillip Island the
following season and that was subsequently
repaired by Dencar early last year

The VS was actually on display at the new
HSVHRT theme store in Richmond
(Melbourne), soon the Sunday night after the
wrecked V1 was dropped off, we asked the
truck driver from Marriott’s Towing to collect
the VS the following morning. The vehicle was
back at HRT by 9 00am and Rob Starr -
Craig’s Chief Engineer started work
immediately, knowing he had 7 days to turn
the car into a potential race winner.

By the following Monday evening, Robbie and
the lads were exhausted but the VS had all the
“go faster” bits on it and it was loaded for
Tasmania, where Cameron McConville drove
it — and drove very well in round 9 in appalling
conditions.

While work began on that Monday after
Calder on the VS, a new VT arrived at Clayton
from Dencar, scheduled to replace the Skaife
VT that had had its first race back at the
Sandown 500 last year. It spent a week down
at HSV being painted, before the lads started
preparing it for a debut at the Oran Park
round. The plan then was for Skaife to race
the new car, while his older VT would revert
to Craig for Oran Park and the Queensland
500. At the same time Dencar was given the
go ahead to start work on another VT to be
ready for Craig in time for the FAI Bathurst
1000.

As you can see, the Calder crash upset the
Team's plans in a major way, not to mention
a seriously large impact on the budget. As
we mentioned earlier, the written-off VT was
only in its 3" race meeting and had traveled
just 1600k’s.

Not much was salvageable and if you would
like to see how a Mobil HRT VT Commodore
stands up to a 200kph multi-roll crash, it’s on
display at the previously-mentioned Richmond
store for a little while longer. The address for
those who might be coming from outside
Melbourne or from interstate, is 573 Church
StreetRichmond; Richmond being on the outer
eastern city edge.

As I mentioned earlier, the Lowndes’ crash was
deemed to be a racing incident. However, that
incident and the one which followed after the
re-start which involved Skaife, Jason Bright and
Russell Ingall did cause a lot of soul searching
within the V8 Supercar ranks and also resulted
in a reasonable amount of hysteria from the
fans.  Some of the letters to the motor sport
magazines were a little over the top — a situation
not helped by the official inquiry into the
incidents that were not completed for a
fortnight.

What did come out of the whole thing was that
the system took a long, hard look at itself and
Mark Skaife will have more on that in his
segment in Team Torque.

Cheers and | look forward to talking to you
again next month.

As mentioned previously in Team Torque, the
second Poster is currently in production. This
poster will feature the 4 Endurance Drivers and
will be signed by all 4 drivers. As there are
approximately 1800 posters to be signedthese
posters will be sent out over a 6 week period.
As you could imagine the logistics of having 4
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drivers sign 1800 posters is not an easy one,
as a result your poster may be out to you as
late as the end of November. Therefore we
request you wait patiently as it wiil reach you.

DRIVER PAIRINGS FOR

QUEENSLAND 500

We've been conscious of it since January or
February this year and we've had to face it.
That's the fact that Mobil HRT has had to split
Craig Lowndes and Mark Skaife for at least the
Queensland 500. Craig will drive with
Cameron McConville, while Skaifey will have
Paul Morris sharing the seat with him.

As | said, we've been aware that this might be
the case since the calendar and points system
was announced at the start of the year. If both
drivers were a chance of winning the
Championship and we were not in an
unbeatable position heading into the race (be
it Willowbank or Bathurst), then we would have
to break up the combination.

The reason is, the Team’s whole purpose is to -
if it can — win the Championship. By putting
Mark and Craig together in one car when they
both could win the Series, but if they suffered c
Did-Not-Finish for whatever reason, then with

the double-points system the Team’s
Championship aspirations would be over.

So that's the line up for the Queensland 500;
the situation will be re-assessed after the event,
Here's the “4 Musketeers” in all their



BEHIND PIT WALL

This segment is dedicated to some of
the things or observations we've noticed
which haven’t necessarily made it into
the motor racing magazines.

®  We were beginning to wonder about
people after the Lowndes’ Calder
crash. In fact we were astounded at
the number of individuals, charity
groups or opportunists who saw the
Team and Craig’s misfortune, as the
chance for them to make a gain.
Within 2 days of the crash the
requests were coming in for bits of
the car to have/sell/auction etc.

Similarly the photographs of the
crash areoutthere already and Mobil
HRT finds the whole situation
somewhat ghoulish. It's
disappointing that people would see
an opportunity without having any
consideration for Craig Lowndes who
was inside the car or for the Team
that was impocted severely
financially, emotionally and - from
the hours worked to build cars since
—physically.

We even thought twice about putting
the Commodore on display, in case
people felt we were capitalising on
the situation!

® Speaking of opportunists, didn't a
few of our opposition drivers take the
opportunity of an upside down Mobil
HRT Commodore to have a bit of a
“bo-peep” under the skirts! Once
some of the helmeted ones were sure
Craig was OK, a quick scan of which
bits went where obviously didn’t go
astray. They say a picture says a
thousand words; well a few were
caught out in the national daily
newspapers the next day!

® We were thinking of putting up a

sign at Winton for people who
wanted to know how Craig was. It
was going to say:
“If you are going to ask how Craig
is, ask him how Natalie is; how his
mum and dad are; how is the house,
the gardenthe dog.......Anything but
‘how's your knee?'”

From the Driver’s Seat

with Craig Lowndes

Hello everybody - it's nice to be with you again
after what has been one of the most difficult
couple of months in my racing career. If you
have one big crash in your time, then | hope
that's mine! The thing about it was, it took so
long. I'had so much time to think about it; to
brace my legs; (unfortunately not both); to hold
my head; to clench my teeth together so |
wouldn’t bite my tongue and all the time
thinking - this is going to be big! All this |
found out later, hoppened in 5.7 seconds

Despite all the crashing and bashing, | was very
lucky that the car didn’t really hit anything — it
didn’t come fo a sudden stop. It actually jumped
over the concrete wall and so it was able to
wash off its speed and energy, without doing
too much domoge to me.

You know most of the post-crash bits, but I'd
like to add my personal thanks to all those who
helped - including the other drivers and
especially my mate Greg Murphy. Hiswas the
first voice | heard when it all stopped crashing
and bashing. Thanks Murph!

I'd though I'd got out of it pretty well and
although the left knee was sore, the early
indications were it was just bruised and |
expected to be able to race at Symmons. That
idea came unstuck on Tuesday when a further
medical check revealed a torn lateral and
anterior cruciate ligament and a reconstruc-
tion was done that night.

The surgeon is the guy who does all the
reconstruction work for the Essendon footy club
players and if there was any up-side to the
whole thing was meeting some of the Bomber
players — the team | follow in the AFL. I'm just
thankful I'm not a football player; if | were, |
wouldn't be running before Christmas and
wouldn't play football again before next May!
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The medical people started my rehabilitation
the following day in a hyperbaric chamber and
that continued for about a week. My knee was
in a locked brace for that time and then it was
unlocked to allow it to bend to 90 degrees and
almost straight, plus I'd had enough of the
crutches by that stage so, they went too.

Staying home and watching Symmons Plains
on TV was not a good experience and the boys
were sick of me calling every half an hour or
so to see what was happening. Therefore, it
was a huge relief to get the all clear from my
surgeon and also from the CAMS’ medical and
safety people, saying | could go racing again.

Actually, the CAMS’ side of things was — a bit
interesting. 1'd made an appointment with
their Chief Medical Officer a week prior but
when | got to his surgery (on the Wednesday
prior to Winton), it turned out he was ill. A
phone call would have been nice!

CAMS found another doctor who gave me the
allclear, and then it was back to HRT for a safety
test. This involved getting out of the racecar,
moving quickly (not running) across the
workshop floor and jumping onto a bench, to
simulate climbing over a fence. No problems
there either, except we were a litle amused
when the CAMS official actuclly blew a whistle
as a signal to jump out of the car. I'm sure the
word “go” would have worked just as well!

The important part for me was the day prior,
when the Team tested down at Phillip Island
and | had my first drive. | had no problems
and the knee was fine, so | was looking forward
to go racing again. | had no hesitation about
getting into it as the Calder incident wasn’t my
fault and wasn't a result of a mistake that I'd
made. Roll on Winton!

Winton was a struggle — as we'd thought it
would be - and having one VS and one VT
compounded it. It meant that Mark and |
couldn’t compare data, which showed in our
poorest qualifying of the year. But we kept at it
and - despite being part of a 10 car “off” on
lap 2 of race 1 - recovered well to the point
where by race 3 the old VS was all over the
leaders. While we didn’t win Winfon we gained
a lot, which will help us on that type of circuit
in the future — and in particular the Queens-
land 500 at Willowbank.

So that's a brief look at the last couple of
months or so: leading championships: massive
crashes: hospitals: operations: hyperbaric
chambers: physiotherapy: tests: media frenzy:
racing again and still leading the
Championship (just). Definitely not boring and
I've learned a whole new bunch of words!

Thanks for your supportand we'll see you later.



From the Driver's seat
with Mark Skaife

Hi folks, thanks for taking the time to cast your
eyes over our HRT club magazine and we hope
you continue to get a bit of value out of it.

| thought I'd take a bit of time to talk about
driving standards, what happened after the
Calder crash and what's been done to clean
up the V8 Supercar act. Let's face it something
had to be done, because — as I've mentioned
before - there were far too many incidents even

before Calder.

The thing which galvanised a bit of action
around the place was what caused not only
Craig'scrash, but also the one involving Russell
Ingall, Jason Bright and myself at the re-start of
race 2 at Calder. Both incidents happened in
a strcight line! Not in a corner, not under
brakes into a corner, but in a straight line. Now
people shouldn’t be banging doors with each
other a few hunclred metres after the start at
200kph — we've now seen what happens.

Whiletherewere acouple of stewards’ hearings
at the next race meeting, no one was deemed
to be at fault, although there were a couple of
“public hangings” in the media which was
unfair onthose involved. There's the old saying
about “innocent until etc” and that's the reason
why.

Alfter Neil Crompton, a few other drivers and
myself got together and had a chat with CAMS’
Tim Schenken, all drivers went to a closed
briefing on the Saturday afternoon at Symmons
Plains and thrashed out the whole driving
standards issue. Discussions centered around
when is a car deemed to have been overtaken
and circuit “hot-spots,” where incidents were
likely to take place and set rules for those
situations.

A few home truths were told (I'm sure there’s
some media blokes who would have loved to
have a tape or a camera in the Bridgestone
tent that afternoon) and the odd ego mighthave
been bruised but what we saw at Symmons
and again at Winton was very encouraging.

That was especially the case at Symmons as
the conditions that day were some of the worst
imaginable. It was almost impossible to see
and let's face it, if you wanted to have someone
off, you could have easily given them an
“assist”, and no one would be the wiser.

It as similar at Winton where the leading 4 or
Sespecially, put on an excellent show of close,
tight racing withouthaving each other off. This
time however | was the victim when | copped a
fairly hefty (and totally unnecessary) biff in race
three that cost me about 6 or 7 places and no
penalty for the “biffer!” Still things are
improving; it just seems they’re not improving
quickly enough when you're on the receiving
end.

New cars and long distance races to talk to
you about next time. My new VT is being
finished off as I write this and I look forward to
giving you a report on the “road test” next
issue.

See you at the races!

M

WINNERS OF VISIT TO

THE TEAM’S GARAGE

Calder

Jason Feldman
Bruce Feldman

Simon Leach
Andrew Drinkwater

Kevin Hassett Matt Smillie
Daniel Hassett Graeme Maundrell
Peter Karagiannis  Chris Gleeson

Maria Karagiannis

Symmons Plains

Richard Manning Ingrid Newell
Martyn Dean Craig Lynch
Mark Arnold Stephen Honey
Theo Hairon Julian Long
Libby Hairon Scott Hunter
Winton

Travis Allan Andrew Gray
Claire McCarthy Wayne Cole
Laurie LeBrocq Gordon White
Monica Sanderson  Ashley Hunt
John Sanderson Craig Hunter

Cruig &
" Andrew Gray
o ar Winton
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RACING UPDATE

Calder has been well covered; as mentioned
Mark came out of the mayhem the round
winner and while Craig still had a fair lead -
some 170-odd points. It was up to 252 earlier
in the day and with Lowndes going to be MIA
for Tasmania, the “comfortable” Series lead was
about to be seriously eroded.

Symmons Plains showed the resilience and
fighting spirit of the Mobil Holden Racing Team
crew. After an 8 day (and night) effort, the VS
was ready, Skaifey’s VT was in reasonably good
shape after Calder, Mark had won 4 from 8
Championship rounds and we were heading
for a circuit which had seen Mobil HRT have a
“hat-trick” of successes for the past 3 years.

Sunday “dawned’ (for want of a better term)
wet and cold, after Skaife qualified 3 and @
first time out McConville in 7. The rain fell ll
day - as did quite a number of competitors —
and at the end of it Mark Skaife had another
round win, giving the Team its 4" win in 4
years at the Tassy circuit.

Cam McConville's first up effort was pleasing,
taking 7" on the grid then recording a 6" and
7" place finishes in the first 2 races.
Unfortunately that was it for Cameron’s
weekend. Traveling in heavy spray, the VS
Commodore’s radiator picked up all sorts of
rubbish and the engine overheated and
expired. Atleast 4 other cars suffered the same
fate on race day.

Mark’s win had boosted him to second overall
in the Championship and the Lowndes’ lead
had been whittled from 170 points to just 40.

Two weeks down the track the V8 Supercar
“circus” had crossed back to the mainland and
moved to Winton in northeast Victoria — not
the first choice of destinations for Mobil HRT!

Lowndes was cleared to race and he would step
into the VS. This would add to the HRT woes,
as it meant coming to terms with the circuit in
two different cars, which meant no comparative
data and a battle to find the ideal set-up. 10"
and 14" in qualifying gave you an indication
all was not going well.

Despite it being a hard day at the office, the
concentration was on points and position and
after 3 races - including a visit to the infield
for the boys — Mark took 6" and Craig 8"
Mobil HRT was still one and two in the
Championship, and a new VT was on the way
for Oran Park!




MYCAR HOLDEN YOUNG LIONS

Club members living in Sydney will probably
be familiar with the name “Mycar.” Mycar is
a chain of automotive supermarket-style
superstores thathave been rolling out over the
pastyear. Part of the Coles Myer chain, Mycar
stocks Mobil Holden Racing Team
merchandising and ass the chain has expanded
this year, was looking for further opportunities
to expose the Company name.

So for the Queensland 500 and the FAI
Bathurst 1000, the Young Lion pair of Mark
Noske and Todd Kelly will have their car
sponsored by Mycar. We dlso welcome another
supporter of the “Cubs”, and that is Electronic
Arts, who develop and distribute the “Need for
Speed” games for Playstation.

Due to the Calder crash, Kelly and Noske will
share the VS Commodore in Queensland, but
come Bathurst, they’ll receive the older VT
(Skaife then Lowndes) to run in Mycar/Need
for Speed “High Stakes) livery. Here's a faste
of what it looks like.

BATHURST

We mentioned previously that we were
attempting to organise something forour Club
members at Bathurst this year. The Drivers
already have very tight schedules however we
are currently organising an exclusive Questions
and Answers Session for the Drivers at Bathurst
on Saturday afternoon, for Club members only
to attend. We expect the session to be held in
a marque somewhere between the time of 1-
4pm. This session will only be available to Club
members, unfortunately partners & children
(unless members) will be unable to attend due
to the very large number of members who will
be attending Bathurst. Presentation of your
Club Membership card will be essential. This
session has been designed fo allow members
to ask questions and get the Driver’s views on
the race ahead, unfortunately this session will
not involve any autographing due to the time
limitations. We will inform you of the details in
the next Team Torque.

RICHMOND STORE

Since the HSV/MHRT Super Store & Club
Membership opened in Richmond
approximately 2 months ago we have been
operating off one phone line. This is due to @
delay in Telstra installing our lines and is not
expected to improve until mid October  We
realise this has been an inconvenience to many
members along with ourselves. If you have had
trouble getting through we would appreciate it
if you should have a spare moment to write us
a letter of complaint. It need only be a couple
of lines as we would like to have some proof as
to the inconvenience it has caused our
customers in an attempt to have the situation
rectified sooner. The letters should be sent to
HSV/MHRT Super Store, 573 Church St,
Richmond VIC 3121 or fax 03 9427 0411,
Thank you for your assistance in this matter,
and we apologise for the inconvenience.

V8 SUPERCAR RACING CALENDAR FOR 2000

It's out now so, start p|0nning your new
Millenium racing year, starting at Phillip Island
next February and including the National
Capital 100 on the June long weekend.

The Phillip Island race is on in summer, in what
is arguably the best month weather-wise in
Melbourne and will entail 2 x 45-minute races,
both with compulsory pit stops. The Canberra
race is something new again and should
challenge Adelaide for crowds and atmosphere.

The street circuit is almost 4 kilometres long
and the “100” stand for 100 laps (400k’s)
made up of a 25 lap race on the Saturday,
another 25 lapper on Sunday morning,
concluding with a 50 lap race on Sunday
afternoon. By the way, the Sunday morning
race is a reverse grid event. Be there to watch
politicians become instant motor racing fans!

DATE MONTH CIRCUIT STATE ROUND

13 February  PhillipIsland VIC 1

12 March Albert Park VIC AGP Supports
19 March Wanneroo WA )

8/9 April Adelaide SA g

30 April Eastern Creek NSW 4

21 May Hidden Valley NT 5

10/11 June Canberra ACT 6

2 July TBA QLD 7

16 July Winton VIC 8

30 July Oran Park NSW 9

20 August Calder VIC 10

9/10 September  Queensland 500 QLD 11

8 October ~ Sandown VIC 12

5 October  Gold Coast QLD Indy Car Supports
19 November  Bathurst NSW 13
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PERSONAL PROFILE

CLUB MEMBER

Name: Kate Griffiths

Age: 14
Occupation: Student

How many years in
current occupoﬁon: |

Year 9
Nickname: Kalie
Married?: No
Car: Clubsport (.. in my dreams)

Hobbies: Molorsport, breeding birds, playing
waterpolo, horseriding

Likes: Holdlen, music
Dislikes: Ford, dishonest people
Favourite Food: Mum’s cooking
Favourite Drink: O J.

Most Admired Person & Why: Craig
Lowndes skill, determination &
sportsmanslip

PERSONAL PROFILE

SPONSOR

Mark

Name:
Butterworth

Age: 33 (and I'm
reminded of il every
morning)

Occupation:
Motorsporl Manager
(Mobil Oil Australia) -

How many years in current occupation:
Only one: (but'it's been great fun!)

Nickname: Local (thanks to Mr Skaife!)

Married: Just (only took Lidia & | 12 years to
make our ninls up!)

Car: Firstly, let me say | have no choice of the
vehicle | drive (it's a company car - Ford AU
Falcon)

Hobbies: Surfing the net, bike riding, travelling
(will clrive anywhere)

Likes: The great American icons (Coke &
McDonalds)

Dislikes: Working long hours on a plan (then
naving somelhing or someone stuff it up)

Favourite food: Jopanese (raw tish - yum)
Favourite drink: Icy cold plain milk!

Most admired person & why: Father (two
words - honesty and integrity)

SPECIAL OFFER

This month’s special offer
is a button up fleece jacket
(windcheater) at the sale
price of $40 (usually RRP
of $60) size S-XXL. If you
would like to order a jacket
please send a cheque
(made out to HSV) to the
Lions Den, 1508 Centre Rd, Clayton Sth, VIC
3169. Otherwise you may purchase over the
phone on credit card by calling the Lions Den
on 03 9265 9500. Please include $10.00 for

postage or you may pick up one from Clayton.

OVERWHELMED

In our last edition we offered 50 of a special
run on hand made race track cutaways to our
Club Members. We are only doing a total of
250 and had already pre-sold the balance of
200 to our Merchandise and Apparel
Distributors at a retail price of $125 (not $95
which was an error in our last edition). So
overwhelming was the response from our Club
Members that we extended the allocation to
members to 100 tracks at a special offer of
$85. Our distributors were not happy about
being cut back in their allocation but at least
we were able to meet most of the demand from
our Members and thank you for your great
interest — we hope you like the tracks, cars and
drivers signatures.

PERSONAL PROFILE
TEAM  MEMBER

Name:Shigeru
Kugimiya

Age: 31

Occupation:
Mechanic

How many years in
current occupation:
Ist year (11 years in
motorsport)

Nickname: Shiggy

Married?: Yes

Car: Camry

Hobbies: Rollerblading & skiing

Likes: Holidays & Baseball

Dislikes: Earthquakes & celery

Favourite Food: Home cooked Japanese food
Favourite Drink: Beer

Most Admired Person & Why: Akebono, he
was the first foreigner to be awarded Yokozuna
(the top status) in Sumo wrestling, a very strict
and traditionally Japanese sport
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MHRT QUIZ

Q1 After Round 11, Oran Park, how many
race meetings had Mark Skaife won?

Q2 Whatis the ‘claim to fame’ of the current
VS Young Lions Car?

Q3 What diameter tubing is used in the roll
cage?

Q4  What is Todd Kelly’s nickname?
Q5 What did Holden celebrate last year2

Q6 What type of gearbox is used in the
MHRT Race Cars?

Q7 What size wheels are used on the Race
Cars (width, diameter)2

Q9 What brand of Engine Management
System do HRT use?

Q10 What date is HSV having an open day
in November?

Answers in the next edition of Team Torque.

Last issue’s answers:

(1) Cameron McConville, Paul Morris (2) XU6,
Clubsport, C|ubsport R8, SVPP, Senator
Signature (3) 1995-1998 (4) Hackeft Gold (5)
16 (6) Craig Lowndes (7) Jeff Grech (8)
“Junior” or more recently “Flipper” (9)
Richmond (10) HSV Grange
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